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BAR unm smon

Rabbi, Paremts, Grandpamts. lglatrns and Priends; Thank
you for coming to 5§elp me celebrate my Bar-Mitsvah: Tomorrow in
&u we read the Sedrah Balak and tb. Haphtorah from the works of
the prophet Mieah. In the S&th. mm makes a sacrifice of
7 bullocks and 7 rams to Godf In tm Haphtoxrah, Micah wrote:

"Will the Eternal bes pleased ‘
of rivers of o11? shall I gijp
the fruit of my bedy for the jim soul?

He hath Nth.Om.vlgtis zm\lht!oththoktml
require of thes, dut to do jm. ﬁ to lovq marey, and to walk
humbly with thy God?" b :

<

Iz this way, the s.wpanﬁtm seam to contradict each
other, I aided with Miohh Qlti& phter‘hMItha
myself, “Will God eccept Balgan’s shicrifice? ' Is this seerifioe
an ethisal desd whieh can i ﬂrro-thnimr?' But in
studying the question of sacrfifioe, §he could pot reosive a simple
yes or nmo answer to the question: I sacrifice meral? First we
must know what sacrifice is. i nelg aozmgf’um would be: to
give up something for uoncong or sel thing slke. Secondly, you
must bresk the word into narr;ne gories and define these,

The Rabbis explain that dostznat:lvc jxd construetive saocrifice

are the best eatagories to uﬁ. My ?fmtion of a destructive
sacrifice 1is a sasvifice thatum mucmeﬁly benefits from, and
means neglest of comsentrating om gﬂgﬂ behavior. A comstruotive
sacrifice means %o me: @ macpiffos§hat tavolves a needy, worthy
reciplent, doss mot limit the: wwiiplight's freefom and privileges,
does not mesa meglect of the domor*sifanily, dpes mot hurt the
reeipient's prids, and is notipesaspliiit by the fomor as a vay to
rid himself of guilt.

sthorn for my traunsgressioa,
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ands of rams, or with myriads
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St1l1l, we cannot file %ﬁaof crifices under these two
categories without regard to the ‘wwtancu of each individual
saprifice ecase,

Ve start with human sacﬂnn, ;rluch 18 the easiest to define
because I immedfately elaasify thio o deatructive, without regard
to cirgumstances, This is m mlxela.crlnce we can label as
destructive without studying“ftna mtuccs firat., The people
who made human sacrifices t ! @t this would make God love
them, thus, they wouldn’t bej " j besause they shought the
sacrifies was emowgh. Also, < agoording to Judaiss, could
actually own a hmman to the §3 having the right to kill him,
Some peeple sagrifised thoirm‘ s in order to legally make
human ssgrifice, But again ran-Anto a question of ownership,
and acsording to Judaism, a ﬁa‘lm Ip mersly the saretaker of his
body, sad kksn's the right to fce 18,

Now, charity “bg cmtﬂlﬂn acrifice as long as it isn't
meant by iiself teo rid the dg_;or oL Any guilt, it dossn't mean
neglect of the dencr's Inili, it an't overly advertised, and the
way it is presexsted doesn't M %mu of . the recipient,

Animal smiﬁcoer- con&uﬁ;@ as long . as the animal is
prepared oarefully in respech for 1% 1ife; 1t is wnderstood that
the saerifiee 18 being made @;&h ﬂcgs permission, and the majority
of the animal is eonsumed mmfi satisfy a need.

Pime sasrifice B & ccnatmtin 3 1t dossn‘t mean that the
reeipient will suffer becaus§ 3§ ts his ﬁjcolu. 1t doesn't

Bean neglest of the domor's femily, #ud ihe reatpient 1s Fighteous

God, or to receive God's rav* w umifiu rathcr than through
good dehavior, nu. Balaanﬁ améiec was destrustive.
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In the Haphtorah, Micah mtﬂ.:qd this concept of destructive
and comstructive sacrifice whtm he ﬂkod the questien mentiomed
previously: *Will the Eternal de pliiased with thounsands of rams,
or with myriads of rivers of eil? sfall I give my firstborn for
my transgresaion, the fruit ef =y ’bﬂy for the sim of my soul?",
and answered it with:

"It hath beem tald thee, O mm, wha$iis good, amd what the Lord
doth require of thes: Omly #o do juitly, and o love mercy, and
to walk humbly with thy God.{* Mét only sonatruetive saorifice
is aceeptable to God. ‘?* ’

It is this answer which gs rﬁdod as the noblest defimition
of true religion. One must lgv- an W dorstgnq&a‘ of these words in
order to recognise their beaufy anf Iwportance. To me, "to do justly"®
means to sacrifice by secting %;uusﬁnd righteowsly, and dy not
taking advantage of anyone, m utt-% how easy it seems. "To love
meroy" means to sacrifise by g:lv:lu ﬁaconl chamoes, by helping the
poor, the disaster-stricken, gad thqs,ill without advertising your
charity, "To walk humbly wid¥h thy 4" means to sacrifiee by
appreciating without arrogandge, sll ?m wonderful gifts God gives
re, One of the mest prociou& of thﬁu gifts iz to have you friends
and relatives take an utercis in W;Bar H.ttnn.h, which gives me a
feeling of mnity with hmniﬁ. I igeply appmeiato this gift and
I hope I am worth of it, ;

Another gift, for which g = v@ thankful to God, is the
gift of my development of vhﬁ we a celebratimg one of the high
points today: My Bar mtm beos a man. But why am I now
considered a man when I ean'f@au job, vote, get married, watoh
movies with ar X rating or dxsyn? : are a man's privileges. I
loarned that the Bar Mitzvah gqq o only the, religious privileges
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usually acquired at the age 'n:t 21 iwm America. I hope that I will use
ny religious obligations amd: mvni‘u in a wise and rationmal
manner always.

At this time I would like to thank the members of our so-called
clan that consists of Bert Nicholsberg, Dan Berkovitz, Larry Weinberg,
Steve Treager, Harvey Lobstdl. ud,la.ron Horwich, the people who
have had their Bas or Bar-xim thin the last year, for the

confidence and rsassurance M aéu: my grandparents and relatives,
for their devotiom and love;sw Mts for the love, devotion, and
effort spert on me in the pm for my Bar-Mitsvah; Rabbi
Radinsky for his patience and time gpent in helpimg to prepare me
for thism oecasion; and you fyiends £pr taking anm interest in me and
the time to help me eclebrat? y n.g-mtmm.

And now, I effer thanks;to God for giving me the opportunity
to have a meaningful Bar-Mitgvah ang I pray that He will help me
to remember the lesson of my Haphtepmh; to make all my sacrifices

econstrustive, by always doing Juﬂg, and loving mercy, and walking
humdly with my God. Amen,





